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ATARMERS DAUGHTER IN THAILAND
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By Jeanette Windle with Barbara Van Valkenburg

How did a farmer’s daughter from New York state end up
in Thailand? By a long and circuitous route of faithful service
in God’s kingdom. Barbara Van Valkenburg’s spiritual journey
traces back to two women who invested time in picking up
Barbara and her seven siblings for church and teaching their
Sunday school class. Their faithfulness in turn inspired Barb

with the vision of reaching children with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Barb joined BCM International in 1978 and spent

almost four decades in the UK, teaching Bible clubs, school
assemblies, camps, leading evangelistic puppet troupes, and
more. She also taught children’s ministry leader training in
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, England, and Northern Ireland, as
well as the European nations of Italy, Netherlands, Poland,
and Germany. Reaching retirement, Barb thought her ministry
days were winding down when God opened a brand-new door.

Eunice Burden had been Barb’s co-worker in BCM
children’s ministry within the UK when God called Eunice
to serve with Overseas Missionary Fellowship (OMF)
in Thailand. Eunice and Barb remained friends over the
decades. Barb was relocating back to her birth country when
Eunice asked her to bring BCM’s children’s ministry training
program, In Step with the Master Teacher (ISMT), as well as
her evangelistic puppetry to Thailand.
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Barb traveled to Thailand first in 2014. She found a country
of extreme contrasts. Countless tiny shacks juxtaposed next
to elaborate mansions. An abundance of natural resources
and foot crops along with some of the planet’s largest refugee
camps. By law, the king must practice Buddhism, the country’s
majority religion, and ornate, gilded temples dot the landscape.
But Thailand’s minority Christian population enjoys complete
freedom to share their faith in Jesus and do so enthusiastically.

After decades in the UK’s cool climate, Thailand’s tropical
heat felt oppressive. A fall that dislocated her shoulder left
Barb in a cast for much of the trip. But she didn’t let that slow
her down, teaching ISMT and puppetry in several churches as

well as at a Christian camp.

“I was in a cast most of the time,” Barb reminisces. “But
God used even that as the Thai Christians who attended were
amazed I was willing to stay and teach despite my injury.”

Barb returned to Thailand March 13th, 2017, for a three-
week training circuit, based from the Thai capital of Bangkok.
This involved months of advance preparation, getting lessons
translated into Thai and preparing puppet dolls, crafts,
and countless activity materials, all helped by the generous
contributions and hard work of the women’s ministry group

from Mt. Morris Baptist Church in Mt Morris, New York.

Barb took along one vital resource she'd written herself,
'The Book of Easy Ideas, filled with creative ways to teach
Bible lessons, prayer, memory verses, games, and quizzes with
minimal purchased materials, which Barb had developed over
her own decades of children’s ministry. She explains, “The Thai
churches often have so few materials or funds to work with. I
wanted to leave them with activity ideas that are both fun and
practical to use in their classrooms.”

Since many Bangkok university students, professors, and
international residents are proficient in English, Barb was
able to conduct one major training in that language. Other
trainings brought children’s ministry leaders into central
locations from various area churches. Another prepared staff
at a Christian camp. Learning to create and produce their own
puppet shows, such as reenacting the parable of the Good
Samaritan, was especially popular.

“Training and speaking through an interpreter isn't easy,”
Barb says. “Then you see the look on the faces of those sitting
in front of you, and you know they’ve grasped what you are
teaching and are now becoming involved. Even if T can’t speak
their language, I am so glad I could come and train these
people to reach children in their own country.”

In all, almost ninety children’s ministry leaders completed
the training. Eunice Burden and a Thai Christian co-worker,
Achera, not only helped with logistics and translation, but by
the end of the trip, were teaching sessions themselves. To Barb,
one of the most exciting results of her month in Thailand was
leaving behind two capable leaders qualified to carry on the
ISMT training themselves.

Now back in the small New York community she left four
decades ago to reach children with the Gospel, Barbara Van
Valkenburg is technically retired. But that hasn't slowed
her down in continuing to train children’s ministry leaders
regionally, work in Vacation Bible Schools, or serve at an area

BCM camp.

“It has been amazing to me how God could use a farmer’s
daughter from a rural community in New York to go around
the world and train others,” Barb summarizes. “And it has
encouraged me so much that even in retirement I can be
used for our Lord’s service. In truth, it is amazing just how
much God can use people, so long as they are willing, even in
retirement.”

To inquire about short-term ministry opportunities with
BCM for any age group, contact us at

reachndevelop@bcmintl.org

Photos
Page 2 Top Down: Thai ISMT students practicing
children’s lesson; Hostesses and new ISMT trainers
Eunice Burden and Thai colleague, Achera; Barbara Van
Valkenburg teaching puppet seminar-Thailand

Page 3: Thai host church-ISMT Training with Barbara
Van Valkenburg
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By: Lisa Biegert
Walking through a local

supermarket in her
hometown of Warren,
Pennsylvania, BCM
missionary Ruth Gray
felt someone’s eyes on
her. She turned to see a
little boy watching her
closely. When she smiled
at him, he mustered the
courage to ask, ‘Are you,
ub, are you the religious . . .
um, the Mrs. Religious . . .2”

Ruth chuckled kindly. “Yes, I am Mrs. Religious Ed!”

By United States federal law, schools are required to release
students for one hour each week to attend a religious class of
their choosing. This is called the Released Time Education
program. Having taught Released Time Bible Clubs for
nearly fifty years, Ruth Gray is used to being known as the
“religious education teacher” for generations of northwestern
Pennsylvania children.

Born and raised in rural Warren County in the northwest
corner of Pennsylvania just below the border with New York,
Ruth came to know Jesus Christ as Savior as a young teen.
However, she didn’t fully commit her life to God until after
she married her husband Lloyd and became mother to three
boys. When Ruth heard of Released Time Bible classes, she
decided to walk her boys to them each day. While attending
a class with her sons, Ruth says it “hit her right between the
eyes” that she should become involved herself.

Mrs. Mae Minser, a missionary with what then was called
the Bible Club Movement, now BCM International, started
the first Warren County Released Time class in the 1940s.
Mrs. Minser passed the baton on to another BCM missionary,
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Mrs. Marian Thompson, who trained and equipped Ruth to
teach Released Time classes. Ruth grew to love her role and
in time became an associate missionary, then a full-fledged
missionary with BCM International. When it was time for
Mrs. Thompson to pass the baton, Ruth was her first choice to
take over.

“It would have scared me to death back when
I was younger if I'd known I was going to end
up doing this!” Ruth smiles now.

Children may have changed over the years, but the Released
Time format has stayed relatively the same. On the first day of
school, students in Warren County’s three participating public
schools are given permission slips to take to their parents. Due
to “separation of church and state” laws, Bible classes cannot
be held on school property. When Mrs. Minser and Mrs.
Thompson began teaching, children were able to walk to the
churches where Released Time classes were held. But in more
recent decades, schools have consolidated, leaving churches too
far away to walk. Permission slips enable the children to leave
on a school bus to go to an area church.

Once in the church, Released Time Class begins. The
program consists of prayer, singing, pledge to the Bible, a
memory verse, and a Bible lesson. The Bible lesson material
has always been BCM International’s Footsteps of Faith
curriculum.

“We love it. We'll never change it!” Ruth expresses. “It’s the
best material out there, especially since it regularly includes

the Gospel.”

The entire program has to last less than an hour as travel
to and from school is included in the one hour allotted for
a religious class. During the 2016-2017 school year, 235
children from grades 1-5 participated in the Warren County
program. Ruth’s volunteer team included seven other teachers
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and fifteen helpers. “I frequently get notes thanking me for what I'm doing. Kids

Ruth has been involved long enough in Released Time bring me pictures they've made in school. I've got quite a
Classes that she is now teaching grandchildren of her original treasure trove.
students. She has even had the unique privilege of teaching Ruth and Leanna ask for prayer for the smooth transition of

her own children and grandchildren. BCM missionaries have  leadership as well as additional volunteers to keep the program
been offering Released Time classes in Warren County forso  running.

many decades that parents and school administrators trust and
support them implicitly. However, Ruth has come to see it is

now her time to pass along the baton. More than ten years ago,
God provided Ruth with a volunteer named Leanna Ashe. Page 5 Top Down: Released time bus; Bible Club - Bible Drill

Ruth explains: “T threw out the lead that a time would come (Due to privacy issues we are unable to share current pictures of the

when I wouldn’t be able to do this anymore. Would anyone clubs. We have substituted historic Bible Club pictures in their place.)

else would be interested? Leanna responded. She’s a confident
leader who is going to do quite well.”

Photos
Page 4 Top Down: Released time class; Missionary Ruth Gray

Ruth’s goal is to complete the transition of leadership by
early 2018. When asked if she would miss leading Released
Time, Ruth responded, “Of course! But I told God that I
would be willing to teach as long as I am physically able.
Leanna has accessibility to the internet that I don't have, and
she is able to do things much faster than me.”

Ruth shares that one area where her team needs more help
is follow-up. The churches involved in the program do what
they can, but follow-up would be more efficient if they had
additional volunteers. Warren County Bible clubs are funded
solely through donations from churches and individuals. The
schools’ only obligation is to release the children from class.
Buses and classroom facilities for the Bible clubs have to be
arranged and paid for through donations.
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For Ruth and the rest of her team, the payout from the last
half-century of hard work is worth it. Countless children have
come to know Jesus Christ as Savior through the Warren

County Released Time Bible clubs. Ruth knows of at least

one such boy who is now a missionary in Asia. Ruth shares,
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By: Paul Padmakar, Executive Director, BCM India

Member of the Gaddipally BCM church, Manemma
found herself a widow in late 2015 when her husband
died unexpectedly of a heart attack. How was she to raise,
house, feed and educate her two small sons on her own?
Enter BCM India’s Tailoring Training Centre and the gift
of a sewing machine. Today Manemma runs her own small
business that allows her to be completely self-supporting in

providing for her family.

TTC was inaugurated in Gaddipally, a village about two
hundred kilometers from Hyderabad, where BCM India
headquarters is located, in June, 2015, as part of BCM India’s
Socio-Economic Development Program. Its objective is to
train poor and needy women in tailoring skills so that they
can earn their own livelihood. The centre began in a rented
building, but was later shifted to the BCM church property
in Gaddipally.

'The entire training program lasts five months. Under
the tutelage of Mrs. Sandhya, the wife of BCM pastor
Immanuel, women learn tailoring skills such as cutting,
stitching, designing, pico finish work for saris, embroidery,
and more. The trainees come from a number of nearby
villages besides Gaddipally, including Lingala, Marrikunta,
Agraharam, and Penugodu. While some like Manemma are
Christian women needing to - ]
support their families, others
are unchurched. Along
with new skills, they
are also experiencing
the love of Jesus as
Mors. Sandhya shares
the gospel with all

the trainees.
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Over the last two years, five groups totaling sixty-two
women have been trained through the Tailoring Training
Centre. By the end of the program, each woman has the
necessary skills to start their own tailoring business with
the single start-up cost of purchasing a used or new sewing
machine. Manemma is just one of many graduates now
earning an average of 3000-4000 rupees ($50-60USD) a
month, a good wage for that region. Then there are other
single young women like Kavisrileka, who has used her TTC
training to further her education, attending college classes in
the morning and sewing clothing in the afternoon to pay for
living expenses and tuition.

God is continuing to do great things through the TTC
socio-economic development project as unemployed rural
women in and around Gaddipally village are not only
acquiring the necessary skills to become self-supporting,
but experiencing God’s love in their lives. TTC participants
express their thanks and gratitude to the pastor of the
BCM church in Gaddipally, Rev. Immanuel, and his wife
Sandhya, for the couple’s commitment and dedication in
showing God’s love and compassion through this program.
Also to BCM India regional supervisor Rev. A. Benjamin
and coordinator Rev. S. Isaac for the implementation and
supervision of the project. And
a special thanks to Professor
Jayakar Dalavai, who
sponsored the TTC
project and donated
sewing machines for
the training center
as well as Manemma
and her family.
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ONE SMALL

SCHOOL

DREAMS BIG

By Jeanette Windle with
Dr. Jacob Mung

‘The BCM Myanmar ministry
team believes in dreaming big. A
small nation in southeast Asia,
Myanmar has a population of fifty
million, largely Buddhist, that has
been plagued by ongoing civil war
for decades. BCM Myanmar’s
vision is to see one million children
come to Jesus Christ within the
next thirty years and three hundred
new churches planted. That takes
teamwork—and lots of it!

Which led to the founding of
Bethel Baptist Bible Institute
(BBBI) in 2001 in the capital
city of Yangon. The property
where the Bible Institute is based
measures only 10,000 square
feet, but encompasses a church
and orphanage as well (see A_
New Home for Myanmar’s Lost
Children, BCM World, December,
2014). Empbhasis is not just on
studying the Bible and theology,
but training young people for active
ministry in reaching children,
church planting, and literature
(BCM Myanmar director Jacob
Mung is also director of CLC
Publications, Myanmar’s largest

Christian publishing house; see

It All Started with a Book, BCM
World, Fall, 2009). Specifically,
their goal for ministry is to reach
people groups and places that
have not yet received the gospel,
of which many remain across
Myanmar.

'The Bible Institute runs
completely on free will donations
and volunteers. Faculty donate

their time, teaching classes in both -

English and Burmese through a
module system. One example is
tormer BCM president Dr. Bob
Evans, who traveled this year

to Yangon to teach a one-week
college-level module on Christian
Marriage and the Family as

well as to serve as BBBI's 2017
commencement speaker. Twenty-
two students along with fifteen
pastors and other Christian
ministry leaders attended the
course five hours each day.

Students live onsite in a simple
dormitory and are provided with
basic food stufts. Cooking meals
and other chores are divided among
the students. This keeps costs low,
but keeping the Bible Institute
funded remains a challenge.

“We look to God for his
provision,” expresses BCM
Myanmar director Dr. Jacob Mung.
“Our prayer is that God please give
us our daily bread. We depend on
him for all of our needs each day.”

But regardless of finances, BBBI
has made a commitment never
to turn away a student seeking
training to serve God. In fact,
enrollment for 2017 has doubled
from the prior year. Current
attendance include twenty-seven
full-time students from seven of
Myanmar’s many ethnic groups,

including Lisu, Zomi, Lahu, Akha,

{757} Bethal Baptist B20s Institutn & School of Ministry
(112 Ca Exn
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Myo, Dai, and Maru, along with
other ministry personnel who
attend courses. In total, more than
a hundred young graduates have
received training for ministry
since the inception of Bethel Bible
Institute in 2001.

“Some of these graduates have
now become BCM pastors and
coworkers,” shares Dr. Mung.
“Our prayer is that the Lord of the
harvest may send more laborers so
that we can do greater works for
the Lord to save the lost and to
strengthen the body of Jesus Christ,
the Church, here in Myanmar.”
Photos
Page 6 Top Down: First Graduates of Tailor
Training Centre; Manemma & sons receiving
sewing machine with BCM India leadership

Page 7 Top Down: Myanmar BBBI Class;
BBBI Student Choir; BBBI 2017 Graduates with
Commencement Speaker Dr. Bob Evans, Dr.
Jacob-Sandar Mung front-center
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CM Madagascar’s first year
has been a busy one for
director Ratovohery Jean
Aime and his sister, BCM
missionary Sahondra.
Though their team consists
of only four people total,
their ministry reaches
thousands of lives. Their
largest ministry remains the
Bible Club program with
more than twenty clubs in
and around the capital city
of Antananarivo reaching
2400 children a week (see
Sharing “FIHAVANANA”
With Madagascar’s Most
Vulnerable, BCM World, June
2016). But another exciting

l

i
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:

ministry outreach is reaching

Malagasy with the Gospel.
Over the 2017 Easter holiday,

a five-day club in a new area
resulted in seventy children and
several adults accepting Christ as
Savior. On June 26, Madagascar’s
Independence Day, the BCM
team used newly donated indoor/
outdoor speakers, a generator, and
a projector to share the Gospel
through a movie depicting the
death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Over seven hundred
people gathered on the soccer
field being used as their theater to
watch the film.

A French Christian was

ministering in a local juvenile
detention facility, giving food to
children incarcerated there. He
asked the BCM team to show
the same film in the jail. They
did so, and after the movie, they
presented the Gospel to the
juvenile inmates. 138 surrendered
their lives to Jesus.

BCM Madagascar’s biggest
outreach of the year was August
5-9,2017, a trip to Madagascar’s
coastal regions, visiting animistic
tribes. BCM Madagascar’s
English Bible study group joined
the outreach, as well as BCM
Africa director, Rev. John David
Peter, from South Africa. The
trip was nearly derailed by bad
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BY:

Lisa Biegert

weather and malfunctioning
equipment. Their brand-new
projector refused to cooperate, and
the rain came down in torrents.

Ratovohery shares, “I just knew
Satan was trying to do things to
disturb our mission!”

'The team covered every issue
with prayer, then watched God
intervene. One such instance was
when they arrived in Mahambo,
a city located in the northeast of
Madagascar. They needed to ask
permission from the community
president to show a movie in a
public area, but they had no idea
who he was or where to find him.
'The team prayed together, then

Ratovohery felt led by the Holy
Spirit to walk into a nearby shop
— where he found the community
president!

'The president consented to the
team using a community green
area for their movie theater.
During the rest of the day, the
team passed out two thousand
tracts around the city. That evening
they showed two Christian movies,
followed by a Bible message
from Rev. John Peter, with over
a thousand people in attendance.
'The rain held off during those
times the team needed clear skies,
and they were able to distribute a
total of more than three thousand

tracts.

There is still much work left to
be done in Madagascar. Director
Ratovohery reiterates his open
invitation to join the team short or
long term: “There are many things
you can do here in Madagascar for

the Lord. We would be thrilled to

have you.”

Photos
Top: Bible Club during Easter

Bottom Left to Right: Distributing
aid to Bible Clubbers on
Madagascar Independence Day;
Video showing during coastal
region outreach; Handing out tracts;
Providing lunch by the beach
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SEVENTY YEARS IN BIG S5KY

By: Lisa Biegert

On July 22,2017, BCM’s Big Sky Bible Camp in Big Fork,
Montana, celebrated its seventieth anniversary. The celebration
included an Open House with two-hundred-fifty attendees
from as far away as California and Arizona. To showcase
popular camp features, BSBC opened up its waterfront, ropes
course, espresso machine, and camp store. Attendees were able
to enjoy inflatable games and tour the camp’s grounds. In true

Big Sky camp style, the day ended with a hot dog roast.

To honor Big Sky’s seventy years of history, pictures
chronicling the camp over the decades were enlarged and
displayed. BCM missionary and Big Sky historian Karen
DeVries also compiled a slide show to share the camp’s history.

That history started in 1947 on a small ranch outside of
Missoula, MT, when BCM missionaries Jean Clark and Hazel
Simonton founded the area’s Bible Club Camp on three
convictions: vision, faith, and hard work. Jean and Hazel had
moved to Montana from New Jersey in 1944 to begin a Bible
club ministry. Over the years, this ministry blossomed into a
camping ministry, and by 1962, Big Sky Bible Camp owned
its own property in Big Fork, Montana, near the entrance to
Glacier National Park [read more about Big Sky’s history at
www.bigskybiblecamp.org/history/]

Today Big Sky is overseen by director Jamy Landis and wife,
Lisa. They came to Big Sky in September, 2008, with their six
children. They are joined by five full-time staff, multiple part-
time staff, and several other BCM missionaries.
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Big Sky sits on 220 acres bordering beautiful Peterson Lake
against a backdrop of snowcapped Rockies. Where Big Sky
started in 1962 with only two weeks of camp, there are now
seven weeks of traditional camp, four weeks of Day Camp,
backpacking trips, and a year-round conference center. Every
week of camp is filled to capacity with over a thousand
campers total each summer. Camp Promise, a ministry to
special needs campers, was founded in 1990. This last summer,
Camp Promise hosted two weeks of camp with thirty-three
special needs campers in each.

When Jean Clark and Hazel Simonton first founded Big
Sky Bible Camp, they could never have imagined all God
would do there over the next seventy years. Big Sky’s next
goal is building a new dining hall with seating capacity of 230
along with eight new duplex units. These new units would
enable them to run Camp Promise simultaneously with the
rest of summer camps. The goal is to break ground in the
spring of 2018. Meanwhile, the BCM team at Big Sky are
looking forward to what God has in store for coming decades
as they continue to move forward with vision, faith, and hard
work.

Photos
Top Left to Right: Camp fun - ropes course; Camp
fun - climbing wall; Camp fun - games; Photo
display at 70th anniversary celebration; Fun Run
Bottom Right: Cooking over the campfire; 70 year
anniversary celebration
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C()UN TRY RUNNING FOR A REASON

Big Sky Bible Camp held its first annual Fun Run
on Saturday, May 20, 2017. The Fun Run course took
runners all the way around Peterson Lake, on which
the camp is located, and across 220 acres of Big Sky’s
property. The purpose behind the Fun Run was to raise
funds for Big Sky’s new building project [read more at

] as well
as to be more involved in the local community.

Director Jamy Landis explains: “One of our
goals is for the facility to be open and used by the
community. We like having people on our grounds,
whether it be for the ropes course, fishing, or a fun run.
We want to show the love of Christ to community
families and, if they have kids, of course encourage
them to come to camp.”

Seventy runners participated in the 5K run, and
twenty-two kids took part in the shorter one-mile
run. Many spectators turned out to cheer on the
participants. While some runners jockeyed for position
and truly ran a race, others walked and just enjoyed
the beautiful Montana scenery. Most of the staft at
Big Sky either ran the race themselves or helped out
with the set-up. Refreshments were available, and the
espresso stand in the dining hall was opened up for
use. The beautiful weather contributed to making Fun
Run 2017 a fabulous day for everyone. Big Sky is now
looking forward to their second annual Fun Run in

2018.
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By: Jeanette Windle with
Mrs. Pat Govender.

When BCM missionaries Pat
Govender and Dr. Djawotho Kisa
arrived in eastern Democratic Republic
of Congo in 2014 to hold training
seminars for children’s ministry leaders,
one constant plea they received was
to please come back so other churches

could receive training as well. (see “Please

Come Back, and We Are Waiting!”,
BCM World, Spring, 2014) That same
year, the Eglise du Christ au Congo
(ECCQC), or Church of Christ in the

Congo, an association of more than

sixty evangelical denominations, signed
a partnership agreement for BCM to
help train children’s ministry leaders
throughout the DRC. With twenty-
five million members under leadership
of Bishop Dr. Marini Bodho, CCC

is currently ranked one of the largest
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Mado Mfumunguya, who would be
translating Pat’s English to French.
'That is when the adventure started.
Her two colleagues from North
America had not arrived, and Pat
learned that their visas had been
delayed. Pat would just have to start
without them.

The first group proved excited about
reaching and discipling children
more effectively. But by week’s end,
Pat learned that Team USA was not

' going to make it at all, due to further

delays on their visas. To compound
that bad news, Pat was informed that

o the training in Bunia, scheduled for

the second week, had been cancelled.
Now any opportunity of visiting with
the leaders they'd trained three years

“ % Dbefore was gone.

Protestant associations in the world.

But three years passed before Pat
Govender was able to keep that promise.
Based in South Africa, Pat Govender is
coordinator of BCM Africa’s children’s
ministry leadership program and a
Master Trainer for In Step with the
Master Teacher (ISMT), BCM’s teacher
training program. In conjunction with
CCC leadership, she finalized plans with
Dr. Kisa and ISMT trainer Pat Black,
both based in the USA, to hold training
programs in three regions of the DRC—
the western capital of Kinshasa, Bunia
on DRC’s eastern border, where Pat and
Dr. Kisa had taught in 2014, and Goma,
a city of a million on Lake Kivu near the
Rwandan border.

Pat Govender arrived in the DRC

capital of Kinshasa on April 15th,
where she met up with translator

‘I was disappointed when the
training in Bunia was cancelled.”
Pat shares, “because that is where
I would have met our past trainees
from Bunia and Aungba who have
been waiting for us to come back. 1
am still in contact with one pastor

. from Bunia who was waiting for

us to come.”
With the DRC’s ongoing political

upheaval and armed rebel groups,
neither ECC nor BCM leadership
were enthusiastic either about Pat
traveling almost three thousand
kilometers across the DRC to Goma
on her own. Faced with this dilemma,
Pat began to pray as transcontinental
emails flew back and forth, debating
what would be the wisest decision.

Meanwhile Pat didn’t remain idle for
the extra week she now had to spend
in Kinshasa. Pat’s translator Mado
is also the secretary of another top
ECC leader, Bishop Nyamuke, who
arranged for fifty-five Sunday school
teachers from eighteen denominations
to attend a training the second week.
Mado and Pat also met with the pastor
and children’s ministry leader of an
area Baptist church to share that they
would be available to hold a training
three evenings of the following week.
The response was emotional.
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“What you are offering is such
a miracle for us,” the children’s
ministry leader expressed. “We have
been praying for just this because we
are in such desperate need and had
no idea where we could find such
training.”

Eleven leaders from that church
showed up each evening. Mado and
another Christian leader, Anastasia,
whod taken the training during the
previous week, helped teach some of the
sessions.

“It was so good to give them an
opportunity to team-teach and put
into practice what they had learned,”
Pat shares. “My extra week in Kinshasa
turned out to be an amazing week.
Our students soaked everything up
like sponges. Just to see how God was
working in their lives as they took in
everything we taught, it was clear this
must be what God wanted for my time

here. I praise His Holy Name!!”

By the end of two weeks teaching solo,
Pat was exhausted. But good news had
arrived from Goma. Two Lake Kivu area
ministry leaders, Pastor Thomas Kamana
and Rev. Samuel Mayele, whom Pat
had worked with elsewhere, had offered
to help her carry out the training in
Goma, one even volunteering to travel
across into Rwanda so that Pat could fly
directly back to South Africa from the
Rwandan capital of Kigali. Modo had
already volunteered to accompany Pat as
translator. This confirmed Pat’s decision
to continue on to Goma and finish
the task for which she'd traveled to the
DRC.

Pat and Mado arrived in Goma on
May 1st. The training conference
was sponsored through Heal Africa,a
Christian organization that maintains
one of the DRC’s finest hospitals in
Goma as well as working in community
health, education, and enterprise. There
were occasional glitches, and Pat was
battling exhaustion and poor health. But
Pastor Thomas and Rev. Samuel pitched
in with organization and helping lead
devotions, games and other activities.

“I really felt this was a spiritual battle

that I was engaged in,” Pat shares.
“Goma felt very dark and depressive

to me, and when the light comes into
darkness, I know that our enemy, Satan,
is not very happy. I was so grateful that
I didn’t have to do this on my own. God
fights our battles for us. I just had to
keep trusting Him hour by hour to get
me through everything that week.”

And indeed by week’s end, sixty-
two had received their certificates
as full-fledged trainers, now able to
replicate the ISMT program in their
own churches. Pat is now praying for
opportunity to return to DRC and
tollow up with the trainees, including
the original Bunia area group.
Meanwhile she asks for prayer for the
many new trainers she left behind.

“Many of our new trainers face
the challenge of not having the
necessary resources to reach out to
churches in more rural areas that
needs this training. Even when
they recruit the support of their
own home churches to help, many
of those churches are not able to
support extra ministries either.
Trainers need to put into practice
what they have learned, looking
for opportunities to train other
children’s workers wherever they are
based. This is strategic in reaching
more children of the DRC for
God'’s kingdom. Please pray for the
trainers, that God will lead them
and provide for them. And for me,
that God will make it possible to go
back and help with that.”
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Photos

Page 12 Top Left to Right: Students
creating and teaching lessons - Kinshasa;
PG Teaching ISMT Session with Translator
MM-Kinshasa; ISMT students work on
visual aids - Kinshasa, DRC; Pat Govender
with Bishop N addresses ECC children’s
ministry leadership

Page 13 Top Down: Pat Govender (left)
with DRC Translator Mado Mfumunguya;
ISMT Graduates - Goma, DRC
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PICKING UP
AFTER

EL NINO

By: Shantal Artieda

It’s been four months since the
flooding of BCM Peru’s main campus
(see El Nifio Devastates BCM Peru,
BCM World, Spring 2017) near the
capital city of Lima. Since then BCM
Peru missionary families have worked
diligently to restore the property,
rebuilding water-damaged missionary
housing and even improving the
camp facility for future ministry
opportunities.

'The help of God’s people, locally
and internationally, has been a great
encouragement for the BCM Peru
family, not just with provisions
and financial aid, but cleaning and
reconstruction of the camp’s grounds.
This has included a number of
volunteer teams who have flown in
from other countries to offer a helping
hand. The first group of six arrived in
mid-June and helped with framing
the first rebuilt missionary housing. A
father and son team, Gary and Westin
Wilkins, also joined the crew from
North Carolina, USA. Experienced
builders, they had helped the previous
year with construction at a BCM
camp in Peru’s northern city of Iquitos
on the Amazon.

Then on July 4th, three teens from
Aldan Union Church in Pennsylvania,
Joshua Bickford, Amanda Kauffman
and Grace Heron, arrived for a month

stay. They had been in Peru on a
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prior short-term missions trip and
were thrilled to pitch in with flood
reconstruction, helping sand down
and paint buildings, the playground
and other things around the camp.
On weekends, they also participated
in Pennies for Peru [BCM Peru’s

children’s outreach program] activities.

A third group of ten from Pine
Grove Church in Pennsylvania, led
by one of their pastors, Dave Parsons,
also helped with reconstruction of the
first missionary house and building
the frame for the second house. One
of them, Marj Horst, who works as
a private caregiver, shares: “Before
coming to Peru, I had to find someone
to cover my shifts as a caregiver. I was
on the tenth person before I finally
found someone willing to do it. It was
God’s will to allow me to be here.”

One final volunteer, Becky Weiss,
a former BCM Peru missionary,
travelled with her daughter Zoe with a
different objective in mind. A trained
life coach, she has offered her services,
love, and care to the BCM Peru
missionary women in particular who
have experienced so many difficulties
over the past year. This has included
planning a spiritual retreat for the
BCM Peru women where they can
hear from God’s Word, process the
stage of life they are now experiencing,
and experience a time of relief and rest
in their heavenly Father.

Since the flood, one of the greatest
complications for the missionaries
has been having to put ministry
activities on hold as the campus
served many purposes, including
camp facility, Bible seminary, and
mission headquarters. But such offsite
outreaches as children’s evangelism
and teacher training have continued,
demonstrating to the churches and
people of Peru that BCM Peru is still
invested in the vision of reaching the
4-14 Window for the glory of God.

BCM Peru expects to resume
ministry fully in December with the
Pennies for Peru Christmas activities
followed by summer camps in January
and February (summer vacation for
schools south of the equator). A lot
of work still remains to get the camp
ready, above all, raising funds to
construct a protective wall necessary to
prevent a repeat of this year’s flood.

But the greatest focus of the BCM
Peru missionary family at this point
and moving forward is not just to
restore the buildings, but to renew
their commitment as God’s servants
to the BCM Peru vision, which can be
summed up in their vision statement:
“To point children to Christ and point
churches to children.”

To Give visit:

https://bemintl.org/peruflood/
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Photos
Left to Right Top Down: New

missionary housing rises from

foundation; Volunteer team

building mission housing; Framing

first missionary house; Resting

after day of flood reconstruction;

Reconstruction youth volunteers pitch

in with children'’s outreach
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A RECIPE FOR GOD’S WORD

By Jenna Dancey

Add a cup of Bible teaching, a pinch of games, a dash of
baking, and what do you get? BCM Ireland’s Easter Cookery
Camp.

BCM ministry personnel in Ireland have long felt a
burden for the local community living around their camp
and conference centre, Castledaly Manor, in a rural district
of central Ireland. Castledaly manager Nathan Dancey and
his wife Jenna had been witness to the positive value of a
cookery camp in another city. So they decided to start one
at Castledaly Manor in conjunction with the Easter school
break, inviting local children to enjoy creating tasty food
combinations along with a hearty plate of Bible teaching.

April, 2017, marked the third year running of Easter
Cookery Camp. Twenty-two children, along with three
volunteer leaders and three teenage helpers, whisked, chopped,

stirred, iced, baked, and dug deep into God’s Word.

Debbie Dancey focused the Bible lessons on Psalm 34:8:

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the
man who takes refuge in him!” During the daily teaching
time, Debbie presented events from the gospels where
people “tasted” and met Jesus, then invited the children to
experience God for themselves.

For most of the children, it was their first time to hear
the gospel. Camp leaders were struck by the children’s
profound questions during Bible teaching sessions and
their enthusiasm to delve into their Bibles, motivated
somewhat by Sword Drill competitions and Debbie’s

interactive teaching. On the final day, Debbie made sure
the children had listened and understood her Bible lessons
as she suggested that perhaps going to church on Sunday
could wash away their sins.

“No! Nothing but the blood of Jesus,” the children
emphatically corrected her, echoing the song Debbie had
taught them during the week.

At the end of camp, parents were invited to Castledaly to
taste their children’s culinary masterpieces and hear about
the Bible truths they had learned. The warm and positive
responses from parents were encouraging, especially in such
a close-knit rural community where wariness of evangelical
teachings is common. One parent even commented that she
didn’t need to be worried since the Bible teaching was “gentle”
and “caring.”

For BCM missionaries who serve at Castledaly Manor, it
was a joy to see neighborhood children “eating up” God’s
Word. To be a powerful example of God’s love in the local

community remains an ongoing priority of Castledaly staff
and the entire BCM Ireland team.
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BCM INTERNATIONAL

HOLY LAND TOUR
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YOU’RE INVITED!

You are invited to be part of a trip to the Holy Land that
will provide a new and exciting understanding of the
Scripture. Imagine sailing on the Sea of Galilee, visiting
the city of Capernaum, walking the streets of Jerusalem,
standing on the Mount of Olives or sitting by the Open
Tomb. Then standing at Mt. Nebo where Moses viewed
the “Promised Land”, going to Petra, the “Rose Red City”,
and visiting the city of Amman. You will travel from
North to South, from Dan to Beersheba. You will spend
an entire day in the “West Bank”, including the first
places the Children of Israel walked including ancient
Samaria, an area of Israel few tourists ever see. You will
be in the same places Jesus walked!

The tour host will be Dr. Marty Windle, President of
BCM International. Dr. Bob Evans will be our tour leader.
Qur Bible teacher will be Dr. Homer Heater, a Bible
scholar who has visited, studied, and taught in Israel
many times. His practical insights and applications will
make our touring come alive.

DETAILS AT A GLANCE

Depart from Newark, NJ: April 16,2018
Return to Newark, NJ: April 28, 2018
Cost: $4,345

Special Features of Tour
Experienced Tour Leaders
Boat Ride on the Sea of Galilee
Swim in the Dead Sea
Inspirational Bible Teaching
Special Two-Day visit to Jordan
Encouraging Christian Fellowship
Communion Service at Garden Tomb
Evening Walks Along the Sea of Galilee

For more information and to reserve your spot contact:
Jan Smoyer at jsmoyer@bcmintl.org
717-560-9601, Ext. 219
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Consider praying for all the BCM | Our missionaries and ministries are |
International ministries, not just the supported through people like you.

few featured here! If you decide to make | Please consider giving towards the |
this commitment, let us know so we can | ministries of BCM International. You |
send you regular updates from around can give online at www.BCMINTL.org.

the world. | Just click Donate Now from the main |

et Involved!

menu.

Maybe God has laid it on your heart
to do more. Contact us for more
information or about the possibility of
joining our team! There is much left to
be done. Contact us at
reachndevelop@bcmintl.org
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