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STEPPING OUT TO RAISE UP

LEADERS IN HAITI

By: Lisa Biegert

BCM USA missionaries Christine
Wigden and Lorraine Stirneman are
no strangers to adventure, and in their
ministry to Philadelphia’s inner-city
children, they regularly push young
volunteers to step out of their comfort
zones in sharing Jesus (see Neither
Rain Nor Heat ... Nor Flying Bullets!,
BCM World, September 2015). But
in 2017, it was Christine and Lorraine
who stepped from a North American
comfort zone to board a plane headed
south. A foreign language (French),
the western hemisphere’s poorest
country (Haiti), and a nation still
reeling from devastating hurricanes
and earthquakes awaited them at the
far end.

'The invitation came from BCM
Canada missionary Jacques Forge.
Today a missionary to Haitians living
in Montreal, Quebec, Jacques grew up
in Les Cayes, a city in southwestern
Haiti, where he and his brother Andre
founded a facility called the Place
of Hope. This includes a church, an
orphanage that houses sixty-
five children, clinic, and
learning center.

Jacques returns to minister in Haiti
twice a year. A major lack in Haitian
churches is any kind of printed
material for children’s programs. To
meet this need, Jacques asked Lorraine
and Christine to join him for a nine-
day trip in August 2017 with the
objective of training Sunday School
teachers to prepare Bible lessons when
no supplies are available.

Christine shares, “We were willing
to go, but we don't speak any French,
so we knew this was going to be a

challenge.”

'The two BCM missionaries landed
at Haiti’s capital of Port-au-Prince.
While only 160 kilometers in distance,
Les Cayes was a seven-hour drive
by truck from the airport. Lorraine
describes: “The streets were crowded
with animals, trucks, cars, and lots of
motor bikes, sometimes with as many
as six people on one bike. No traffic
lights or marked lanes added
to the mayhem.
It was

also hot! When we finally arrived

at the property [Place of Hope], we
were pleasantly surprised to have air
conditioning. We were near the ocean,
so some evenings we were able to
swim in order to cool oft.”

Lorraine and Christine settled in for
a busy week of training with Jacques
Forge as their chief translator. Fifty-
five enthusiastic students from ten area
churches, ranging in age from 15-25,
arrived each day in time for a breakfast
of hot cocoa, bread, and peanut butter
before starting the session. Many
walked more than an hour to attend.
Lunch, typically chicken with beans
and rice, was also supplied.

Topics ranged from understanding
what it means to teach from the Bible
to leading a child to receive Jesus as
Savior. To address the need of having
to prepare programs without pre-
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written material, the students were
taught how to write their own

aim for a Bible lesson, prepare the
corresponding lesson, write an
outline, and come up with review
games reinforcing the lesson.

Lorraine described the
participants: “We were assuming our
attendees would be older Christians,
but we were pleasantly surprised
with the amount of young people
and new believers who attended. It
was also a surprise to find ourselves
fielding questions regarding faith
and salvation. We were thankful
Jacques was there to take the lead on
those conversations in French.”

After one course in particular,

“How to Lead a Child to

Christ”, many trainees came
torward with questions. Lorraine
and Christine explain: “At the end
of the session, especially due to the
questions regarding eternal security,
we offered to talk with anyone

who was unsure of their salvation.
One man came up right away, and
Jacques led him to the Lord. Out of
everything we taught, this session
was the most productive.”

Two sisters living in the orphanage
attended the training. The girls are
two of six children in their family.
Their father, a pastor, passed away
unexpectedly, leaving their mother
alone with no income. Now four of
the children live in the orphanage
while their mother works in the
kitchen. These sisters both teach

Sunday School and were excited
: to participate in the
training.

Photos, from top, left to right: Haitians
pleading for help after 2010 earthquake;
Christine Wigden & Lorraine Stirneman
teaching in Les Cayes-Haiti

Featured Below: living conditions for
many Haitian children
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One sister shared part of her story:
“When I was about nine years old, I
had a skin disorder that produced ugly
sores on my arms and face. Kids would
laugh at me; I felt unlovable. But I
read through the story of Esther and
learned how she had no family and
was very poor, yet she became queen.
Her story brought me hope that God
can help me, too, especially in my
pursuit to become a doctor.”

Christine and Lorraine didn't
want to just train, but to do ministry
themselves. Christine organized a
Vacation Bible School on the Place
of Hope property. Every afternoon
despite great heat, about eighty
children participated in Bible lessons,
games, and crafts. A few students from
the morning training sessions stayed to
observe and help out.

One volunteer named Myrland
Forge, a cousin of Jacques Forge,
already runs a Sunday school in the
slum section of Les Cayes with up to
a thousand children in attendance.
Every week, Myrland and her mother
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cook rice and beans, package the
meals, and hand them out to every
child who attends. On the last day of
VBS, Myrland was invited to teach the
Bible lesson.

Christine attests: “Myrland has an
amazing gift and holds the attention
of all whom she teaches. We were
thrilled to see each child paying
attention and participating. Following
her lesson on Noah, several children
accepted Jesus as Savior.”

Since Myrland speaks and reads
English as well as French, Christine
and Lorraine presented her with
several five-day Bible club lesson
books in English to use in her own
ministry. They were also able to give
six of the ten participating churches
some much-needed Sunday School
materials. All ten of the churches
received a list of seventy-two lessons
that can be prepared using only a

Bible.

Christine and Lorraine sum up:
“There are so many needs in Haiti.
Yet the Christians we met are joyful

!

and appreciative of all God’s blessings.
We praise the Lord for Jacques, who
does so much to help those in need—
from food to prison care, education,
medicine, and orphans. Our prayer

is that these Haitian teachers will

be better prepared as a result of the
training. God bless Haiti!”

Photos, top to bottom: Volunteer and
children’s ministry leader Myrland Forge;
Haiti's children need Jesus
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FROM SMALL SEEDS
[N SURINAME

Bl

By: Jeanette Windle with Imro and Linda Smit

“So many big, important things—in fact, most of them—start very small,” expresses BCM missionary Linda
Smit. “We’ve seen this over the years on the BCM Suriname field and are seeing it once again.”

Unique in South America, Suriname is a Dutch-speaking country, its population of just over a half million an
eclectic mix of East Indian, African, Creole, Amerindian, Chinese, Indonesian, Caucasian, and other ethnicities.
Almost half of Suriname’s population (241,000) live in its capital city, Paramaribo. This is also where BCM
Suriname has its ministry headquarters as well as their central church plant, Evangelische Zendingsgemeente Berea
(Berea Evangelical Missionary Church), founded in 1982.

In 2018, BCM will be celebrating fifty years of ministry in Suriname, ranging from Bible clubs, Christian
camping, youth outreach, church planting, and leadership training (see Celebrating God’s Church in the Equatorial

Rainforest, BCM World, Winter, 2008). BCM Suriname director Imro Smit came to Christ himself as a child in a
summer camp led by BCM Suriname’s first missionaries.

But one ministry need that has long been on the heart of BCM Suriname director Imro Smit and his wife Linda has
been for church leaders and other Christians who have expressed a longing for a more in-depth Bible training than is
available at a church Bible study or conference. Berea church leadership has also seen the need of better-trained and
equipped ministry staft and volunteers.

After praying about this need for several years, BCM Suriname was made aware in September 2015 of a Christian
organization that helps churches set up Bible training institutes at a university level of education. Its program was exactly
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what they'd been praying for. And
so was born the vision for the Berea
Training Institute.

But growing a small seed of an idea
to the point of actually bearing fruit
proved neither easy nor quick. Among
the roadblocks were getting approval
to translate the curriculum, a box of
textbooks disappearing in shipping,
and the loss of a key faculty member.

“It seemed like one thing after
another came up as the devil
threw darts at us!” expresses BCM
missionary Linda Smit. “When the
Lord moves in a mighty way to bring
his people to the next step in their
faith journey, Satan is also there trying
to prevent it. But God’s purposes
cannot be thwarted.”

Two years after the germination of
that small seed of an idea, on Sunday,
September 24th, 2017, an inauguration
ceremony was finally held to dedicate
the Berea Opleidings Instituut (Berea
Training Institute). Thirty students
received textbooks for their first course
of study: Survey of the Bible. But even
on the first day of classes, obstacles
were still rearing their heads. Including
an additional delay in the arrival of
materials needed to actually teach the
course.

“Yes, much happened to discourage
us,” admits BCM Suriname director
Imro Smit. “But God is faithful. Even
when our last box of resources, which
included the teacher’s manual, hadn’t

arrived yet, God STILL stepped in
and provided the material digitally
from the Netherlands so the Bible

Institute could start on time.”

As stated, the goal of BOI is to train
people for leadership in the church,
and indeed most participants are
already actively serving God. Among
the students are church leaders,
deaconesses, youth and worship
leaders, children’s Bible teachers, and
BCM Suriname board members. Two
months into the training, one student,
Ishita Sewdien, who has served for
several years in children’s ministry,
shares how the training is already
impacting her life.

“Berea Opleidings Instituut is for
me a dream come true because I have
always wanted to learn more about
God’s Word. I wanted to be able to
understand why things happened. I
wanted to know who God is, what
made God take certain decisions.
And for that you have to understand
the history of the Bible. So far my
studies have helped me understand
better God’s perspective and his
will for mankind. The classes are
a joy to attend because we have a
teacher [Imro Smit] who loves God’s
Word. This has also strengthened my
desire to keep learning with more
appreciation for God’s Word and the
work of Jesus, knowing that without
them we would be lost. I can’t wait to
learn more!”

Imro Smit adds, “We are so
encouraged by the eagerness of the
students, their willingness to sacrifice,
and their hunger to learn about God’s
Word on a different level. We would
appreciate your continued support in
prayer as we proceed.”

Photos, top to bottom
Page 5: Opening Session Berea Bible
Institute; Departure to teen camp-
Suriname 2017; Central BCM Suriname
Church
Page 6: Lead teacher Imro Smit-BB[;
Student Participation-BBI-Suriname;
Inaugurating BBI-Paramaibo-Suriname
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"CROSSES BORDERS
TO SERVE

By: Jeanette Windle and Contributors

BCM missionary kid Bart Bolhuis, oldest of five sons, was still in high school when his
parents, Erik and Annelien Bolhuis, took over leadership of BCM Netherlands’ camp/
retreat center De Herikon (see New Leadership for BCM Netherlands, BCM World,
Winter 2015). But he wasn't new to camping ministry, having grown up attending, then
volunteering at De Herikon summer camps. Just finishing his first year of Bible college
in the Netherlands, Bart was looking for a ministry internship for the summer vacation

months.
Meanwhile across the Atlantic,

summer is the busiest time for

BCM ministry in the small country

of Suriname. Once a colony of the
Netherlands, Suriname is also the

only country in South America that

is Dutch-speaking. Which makes
recruiting short-term mission teams
who can actually communicate with
the children a challenge. When BCM
Suriname offered Bart a summer
internship, it proved a match made
literally in heaven. With both language
fluency and extensive experience in
camping ministry, Bart willingly took on
a very full load in both VBS and camp

programs.

“If Bart hadn’t been here, I would have
had to fill his position with two different
people,” noted BCM missionary
Linda Smit, who coordinated the VBS
program. “He led the sports station, was
co-leader of the older boys, and also
accompanied the singing on guitar.”

At the five-day teen camp, Bart
helped with music, sports, devotions,
and counseling campers. He also made
a special connection with Suriname
teenagers sharing his dorm room.
Through God’s working in their hearts,
Bart was able to lead several to Jesus
Christ by the end of camp.

Bart himself counts his summer in

Suriname a win-win situation, not just
ministering in two vital outreaches, but
also experiencing a radically different
climate, mix of cultures, and ways

of doing things. He shares: “It was
special to be able to serve God in such

a different culture and environment. |
had many opportunities to connect with
people and talk to them about their life
with God. It was good to experience that
wherever you are in the world, people
have the same sin problem and need the
same Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Bart Bolhuis is just one of many next-
gen BCMers serving God in their birth
nations or abroad. While Bart headed
across the Atlantic to Suriname this
summer, two other BCM missionary
kids, Caleb and Joshua Brussel, sons
of former BCM Netherlands director
Mark Brussel, both students at
Lancaster Bible College in Pennsylvania,
USA, led a team of fifteen LBC students
back to the Netherlands. The group
carried out work projects at De Herikon,
where the Brussel boys had grown up,
sports outreach with refugees, and street
evangelism in Amsterdam.

Caleb shares: “It was a blessing to
introduce so many students to the work
of BCM in the Netherlands. God used
this trip to expose many new people to
the work of BCM around the world,

but more importantly, this trip was a
testimony to God’s incredible goodness
and faithfulness in spreading the gospel
to all people of all nations.”

Peter Thompson, in his junior year
of university and son of BCM Europe
director Richard Thompson from the
Republic of Ireland, also crossed borders
to serve in BCM summer camps in Italy
and England. His own start in ministry
as a teenager had been at Ireland’s
BCM camp, Castledaly. Bethany Marr,
daughter of BCM Scotland missionaries
Steve and Liz Marr also traveled to
England to serve in this summer’s BCM
camps there.

To list all BCM missionary kids now
serving God in BCM or other ministries
would fill a directory (see also Created
to Teach from BCM Philippines).
Whether in camps, children’s ministry,
or other outreach globally, BCM’s next
generation is stepping up to serve God
and take leadership in ministry all across
this planet.

Photos, left to right: LBC Team-BCM
Netherlands doing sport outreach with
refugee children; Teen Camp BCM
Ministry Center; Bart Bolhuis leading
VBS games; Bart Bolhuis sharing with
teens-camp
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M’s teacher training curriculum In

Step with the Master Teacher (ISMT)
is designed not just to equip children’s

ministry leaders, but to multiply quality

teachers around the world who in turn can train
RE ‘ IO N S leadership in their own nations and regions.

Since ISMT’s inception in 2004, God has used

this curriculum to impact children’s ministry

even in countries and regions far beyond where
EYO N D BCM has missionaries or resident trainers. Just
how does that happen? The following four recent
I I S M T stories gives an answer.
W SOPHIA, BULGARIA

By: Sandy Barber, Marion Odicio, Pat Govender,
Luba Valkov, and other ISMT contributors

Tl T B

Emanuil and Luba Valkov are church leaders in
Sofia, Bulgaria. Luba is Ukrainian, and it was BCM
Ukraine staft who introduced her to Bob and Sandy
Barber, BCM missionaries who first introduced ISM'T
| to Central and Eastern Europe. At that time, Emanuil
§ was working in a local Christian publishing house. A
B Bible school graduate, Luba, had worked with children’s
| and other church ministry. The Barbers were actually
scheduled to teach Bulgaria’s first Train the Trainer
(T'TT) conference, a program designed specifically
B to equip local and regional leadership in using ISM'T.

. They invited the Valkovs to attend.

While Emanuil and Luba did attend, they did not
then feel a call to children’s outreach. But in March
2014, the Barbers invited them to a BCM Mobilize
event, held in different global regions to bring together
top national leadership for advanced training and
networking in children’s ministry. Mobilize Europe was

being held in Ukraine, Luba’s home country, a sign, the
Valkovs felt, that God was calling them to participate.
While at that conference, God spoke to Emanuil and
Luba clearly about the importance of reaching children
with the Gospel. They returned to their church in
Sophia with a determination to do something about it.

Emanuil presented his vision to teach ISMT to the

denominational leadership, and they gave him whole-
- hearted support. One practical impact has been men
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within the local churches stepping up to teach children where in the
past only women carried out children’s ministry. In 2015, the Valkovs
invited BCM trainers to Sophia to hold ISM'T workshops for their
church denomination. Three separate workshops held in March and
October 2015 and January 2016 covered the entire ISMT course. The
Valkovs then followed up to make sure the new trainees applied what
they learned as they wrote their own Sunday school and Bible club
lessons.

In 2016, the Valkovs also asked BCM to help them write lessons
for their summer children’s camp. But a year later in 2017, they
felt competent and confident enough to write their own summer
camp Bible lessons. Now fifteen teachers in this Bulgarian church
denomination are writing their own Bible lessons using ISM'T
principles. Last year, they developed twenty-eight lessons covering
the content of Genesis and half of Exodus. Since chronological Bible _
teaching material is hard to find in Bulgaria, they are saving the lessons r'e.
to be used by other churches with the hope of eventually having a full = =Py
chronological Bible teaching curriculum for children.

CLOSED-ACCESS COUNTRY

Over the years, Bob and Sandy Barber have conducted advance? You probably do not have the material in the local
countless ISMT and TTT training events in Central and language.”
Easter. n El.lrf)Pe- But Europe isn't the ‘only region.impacted To her great surprise, among the thirty-odd languages
by their ministry. In 2017, BCM received an email from a into which ISMT has been translated over the past decade
trainee who had attended a T'T'T event more than a decade

was exactly the one she needed. The material was sent to

earlier in the Ukraine. her, and she later wrote back to share how God had blessed
She wrote: “I now serve God in a closed country. God has the training. All the way from the Ukraine, God is using

been prompting me to equip children’s workers here. In fact,  this attendee from one of the earliest ISMT trainings to

I am doing a workshop in two weeks. Can you please send strengthen the Church in a distant part of the world that is

me the English material so that my translator can translate closed to the gospel.

the worksheets and get familiar with the teaching notes in

ARGENTINA AND CUBA

In 2014, BCM Lead Trainers from Peru Marion Odicio, Jonatan
Odicio, and Francisco Barnuevo traveled to Cuba to hold ISMT
training as well as a T'T'T conference. One of the T'TT participants was
children’s pastor Cecilio Rodriguez. In September 2017, we received
news that he has conducted ISMT twice already in his hometown of
Moa, training a total of seventy-six teachers, as well as in a neighboring :
town. Pastor Cecilio also traveled to Cordova, Argentina, where he '
carried out the first ISMT training in that vast country with sixteen
new graduates. In November 2017, he held another ISMT training in
one of Cuba’s most famous historical sites and tourist destinations, the

maze-like colonial city of Camaguey in central Cuba.

The impact of this one single ISMT graduate is even more significant |
as Cuba’s visa restrictions have tightened again, making it difficult
for foreigners to enter Cuba for ministry purposes. But with trained
leadership like Cecilio Rodriguez, the Cuban church has resources to
continue equipping their own members for more effective ministry to

children.
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KENYA

While some nations close the doors to expatriate
missionaries, Kenya remains wide open. BCM missionary Pat
Govender from South Africa became an ISMT Lead Trainer
in 2010. Since then, she has conducted ISMT and TTT
trainings in eight different African nations—Democratic
Republic of Congo, Malawi, Madagascar, Nigeria, South
Africa, Swaziland, Uganda, and Kenya—Ileaving behind a
goodly number of capable trainers who have been impacting
their nations. Together with Ingrid Kjonstad, another South
African Lead Trainer, Pat held a series of ISMT and TTT
workshops in Kenya in November 2014.

When Pat returned to Kenya in April 2017, four of her
2014 trainees helped her conduct ISMT trainings in Nairobi
and the city of Eldoret in eastern Kenya. One of these was
Jackie Nyakinyua. Pat shares, “Only then did I find out that
the training we were doing in Nairobi was Jackie’s seventeenth
ISMT training. In some trainings, she'd had over a hundred
people attending.”

Jackie wrote later to Pat: “I was so excited [about ISMT]

I couldn’t keep it to myself because it opened my eyes to all
the wrong things I used to do and it also gave me ideas on
how to be a better teacher. It is my belief that every Sunday

school teacher and church leader should go through the ISMT

training. I have since trained over twenty groups.”

Jackie Nyakinyua is involved in curriculum writing and
editing for the children’s ministry department of her church
denomination, all of which use the same curriculum. Another
of Pat’s trainees in Kenya is writing discipleship material
using principles he learned from ISMT while a third recently
shared that he is using what he learned in ISMT to create a
Life Skills curriculum that will be used in public and private
schools throughout Kenya.

Page 10 www.BCMINTL.org

In Bulgaria, Latin America, Kenya, or other nations around
the world, it is exciting to see the multiplying impact of seeds
sown, not just among BCM ministries and churches, but
regions far beyond. Whether taking God’s Word along with
solid teaching principles from the Ukraine to a closed access
country or from Cuba to Argentina, God is at work through
ISMT, and BCM missionaries are privileged to be part of it.

Photos, top to bottom
page 8: Bulgaria ISMT session; ISMT Eastern Europe;
ISMT Training-Ukraine; Jackie Nyakinyua-front left-with
ISMT graduates-Eldoret 2016
page 9: Emanueil-Luba Valkov-Bulgaria; ISMT-
Camague-Cuba
page 10: Jackie Nyakinyua teaching ISMT Eldoret-2016;
House of Grace ISMT Graduates
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By: Shekinah Danielle R. Dimanlig
BCM Philippines ISMT Trainer

“In Step with the Master Teacher is
boring!” That was my first impression
of ISMT. I was fifteen years old when I
was invited to attend only because my
mom was one of the trainers. I went
because I had to, but it wasn't something
I appreciated. I couldnt have known
that five years later I would have another
encounter with ISMT that would
change my life forever.

Quick background: I am currently a
senior at Philippine Normal University
with a major in Early Childhood
Education. I'd never actually wanted to
be a teacher. It just wasn't my dream or
what I saw myself becoming. But while
I ' was a delegate to a Christian youth
congress in Indonesia, God made clear
that he had created me to be a teacher
and to impart the gospel of Jesus Christ
to children.

Now that I knew God’s plan and was
obeying him, I thought early childhood
education would be an easy ride. But
it turned out to be just the opposite.
During the first trimester of my senior
year of university, I had to complete
an internship at a public school in
Manila, capital city of the Philippines,
that caters to disadvantaged children. I
taught kindergarten students, who were
extremely difficult to deal with. At just
five years old, they would curse each

other and misbehave in class. Every
single day, I felt hopeless, tired, and

unsure of what to do.

Then one Saturday morning, I
attended an ISMT workshop, again

because my mom was one of the trainers.

But this time as I listened, my mind
began to drift to my time in Indonesia.
God had shown me his plan for me to
become a teacher. But now I realized

I still needed some shaping. Through
ISMT, I recognized my flaws and what
I still lacked to become a good teacher.
All this time I'd been thinking about

myself becoming a teacher, but I'd been

neglecting the part about ministering to
g gthe p g

\\\\
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my students.

After the ISMT training, I began
to see my students in a different way.
However challenging they might be, I
remind myself I have to love them the
way God does. And no matter how
tired I feel, I still get out of bed at 4
a.m. because I do not want to waste a
single day in which they can feel God’s
love through me. Some of my students
come from broken families. Others live
in a chaotic, impoverished community.
'The least I can do is to love them
unconditionally without any reserves or
hesitations.

As I changed my own attitude toward
my students, I began to see changes in
then as well. I now see the difference
of executing my job with a mindset of

helping my students know, love, and
obey God. There are still rough days,
and, yes, I still get tired, but that does
not diminish the burden on my heart
for my students to come to know Christ
through my interaction with them. I
thank God for In Step with the Master
Teacher and how it has helped me to
become a better teacher and a better

individual.

Photos, top to bottom: Shekinah
Danielle R. Dimanlig teaching
crafts-children’s ministry; Shekinah
Danielle R. Dimanlig teaching
Kindergarten
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By: Paul Padmaker, Executive Director BCM India
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ON WHEELS

“I had been praying for a bicycle for two years.” A BCM church-planter, Kendrek Tue pastors a church in
Amda, a village in the northern India state of Jharkhand. But he also oversees church plants in six neighboring
villages within a total radius of 11 kilometers that have no pastors or organized churches of their own.

Tue explains further, “Over a period of time, I saved up some money to buy a bicycle. But
then I faced a financial crisis at home, and I had to use that money for something else. I was
disappointed, but I had faith that in due time God would provide a bicycle for his ministry.”

Over the past forty-five years BCM India ministry has grown from three missionaries to 277, out of which 208
serve as church-planting missionaries. Under their ministry, 485 congregations and 1,513 believer groups (church
plants not yet organized into congregations) are reaching their own neighbors with the gospel in fifteen states
across southern and northern India. In the last year alone, BCM'’s church planting program has reached more than
a half-million people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 27,453 men, women, and children accepted Christ as their
personal Savior, and 4,149 received baptism.

WHEELS FOR THE GOSPEL

'This is all good news. But most of BCM India’s church
planting ministry takes place in rural areas and remote
villages where simply finding a means of transportation
to reach isolated communities, church plants, and believer
groups is a big challenge. BCM missionary pastors depend
mainly upon on local buses or other vehicles that will accept
passengers such as cargo trucks or motorcycles. Such public
transport often runs infrequently and at inconvenient
times for ministry scheduling. So pastors often walk many
kilometers to hold a village prayer meeting or outreach
program. Other preaching points are in such remote areas
there are no roads at all.

Enter BCM India’s bicycles-for-pastors program. A single
bicycle permits a pastor to travel further and reach remote
villages and rural areas with far less effort or time needed.
Across Central Asia, a bicycle often plays the role of the
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family “car” as well, carrying multiple people, shopping,
supplies. So access to a bicycle permits a pastor to take his
wife along to help with children’s and women’s outreaches,
or even another co-worker as well as literature and other

supplies.

Kendrek Tue is one pastor who had the opportunity to
participate in BCM’s church planting training program.
Despite lack of transportation, he persisted steadfastly in
taking the gospel to remote villages without any church,
walking many kilometers each day to do so. The physical toll
was often discouraging, but he never allowed his faith to fade
away or dwindle.

Seeing his faithfulness, BCM India chose him as a
candidate to receive a bicycle for ministry travel. Today,
Pastor Tue and his wife are traveling together in ministry,
and since receiving the bicycle they have been able to add
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outreaches in eight new villages. India for approximately $100USD. In more affluent or urban

“I am so thankful and give praise to God for this gift I have ~ Settings, such a purchase might not seem a life-changing
received from BCM,” Pastor Tue expresses. acquisition. But for rural pastors earning well under $100USD
a month, even this simply vehicle is often beyond their
economic reach. One single gift of a bicycle can transform
their ability to do ministry. Which in turn allows countless
more souls to be exposed to the good news of the gospel across
India’s vast landscape.

Kendrek Tue is just one of many such pastors who have been
blessed through this program. Their ministry responsibilities
range from an average 6-8 villages within a radius of 10-14
kilometers. Some travel is for weekly evangelism outreach, but

many of the villages have small groups of believers whose only

pastoral care and teaching are the itinerant visits from BCM To date, BCM India’s bicycles-for-pastors program has
missionary pastors. placed 22 bicycles with rural pastors. But 38 more BCM

One BCM church planter, C. Rathan Raj had been serving church planters are currently in urgent need of such transport.
o . If you would be interested in sponsoring a bicycle for a BCM
as pastor for five years in the village of Poolacharla village India missi furch ol of : J
in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh state. Their church . ndia m.15510nary.c ‘urc planter, more 1r'1 ormation an
sanctuary is a rented room with a total congregation of 1nstrugtlor‘13 {Of gl/vmg c?n be f(l?lunlcl online at
thirty-five members. But he travels weekly to the villages of ww%m%zg%%. C.Rathan Rai and
Polampalli (6 kilometers) and Nallampalli (4 kilometers) to 0705, page 2, 18T to g 'astor & “aman 1aj an

. . . colleague Daveedu receiving bikes with BCM India director
hold prayer meetings with believers there and meet other Paul Padmaker, left; Pastor Amos Paya-(purple) with Pastor

spiritual needs. With no public transportation available, his Kendrek Tue-(blue)-receiving bicycles, Jharkhand State
travels back and forth on foot at night were both difficult and Photos, page 13, top to bottom: BCM India Rural Church
dangerous. Plant; Group of BCM India Church-Planting Missionary Pastors

Also in Andhra Pradesh, Pastor Samson has been - . | g
senior pastor for the past four years of the BCM Church \ D alloni%
Gampalagudem. But every week he is ministering as well to
groups of believers in Kamireddy-Pally, a village 12 kilometers
distance, and Thotamula, a full 18 kilometers walk each way.
Pastor Raj and Pastor Samson were both among a group

of pastors who received a bicycle through the BCM India
program this past January 2017. Both have been able to
expand their ministry greatly in the past year simply by the
time and energy saved from walking the long distances. Both
have also now been able to bring their wives along to help
minister in the villages.

A strong, durable bicycle can be purchased locally across
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dults might expect a conversation with a five-year-old to be funny and even silly. You don't anticipate an
emotionless small boy to state nonchalantly, “The police killed my brother for trying to steal from people
on the bus.” But such a conversation is sadly normal for BCM Brazil missionaries. If the frequency of
such events would make any adult shudder, slum children growing up in such violence are routinely
witnesses to murder on their own streets.

BCM Brazil (known locally as Ministerio Centralizado Na Biblia, or MCB) works primarily in Recife,
a city of over three million located in eastern Brazil by the Atlantic Ocean. Many residents live in drug,
violence, and poverty-riddle slums called favelas. Children growing up within these communities are
prone to violent behavior themselves as well as constant exposure to drugs and immoral lifestyles.

BCM Brazil enters these favelas weekly to hold Bible Clubs and share about Jesus Christ with
children who are growing up in miserable situations. These nine clubs and the ten BCM missionaries
and volunteers who teach them are a ray of hope for the 5600 children who attend weekly. They are not
just a faceless, nameless mass, but children in need of a Savior. A Savior who can not only offer them
eternal security, but rewrite their stories into something beautiful and filled with hope. The following will

introduce you to just a few of these BCM Bible clubbers.
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FINDING HOPE IN RECIFE'S FAVELAS

Ana is twelve years old. She has a mother in the picture,
but no father. Her mother recently spent time in prison for
drug dealing. Ana Vitéria and her two younger brothers
frequently go without food and are constantly hungry, so
they spend time on the streets begging for something to eat.
Clothing is limited, so Ana attends school wearing dirty or
torn clothes. When she arrived at a BCM summer camp for
favela children, she had one small sack with her because she
simply doesn’t own much.

Josemar is also twelve and doesn’t have much to eat at
home either. He is labeled as “problematic”, little wonder
since his older brothers are both involved in drugs and
one is currently serving time in prison. His parents are
unemployed and experiencing difficulties in the home.

Rafaela, only eight years old, is living in a shelter with her
family since their wooden shack was flooded by heavy rains.
Thankfully, her mother has a job and her boss is helping
provide food, housing, and even rebuilding their old home.
However, her two older sisters are involved in drugs and
living on the streets. Her parents, even with her mom’s
employment, are themselves involved in drugs and alcohol.

Davi has experienced more in his nine years than most
do in a lifetime. His father, a convicted thief and murderer,
made a confession of faith in Jesus while in prison.
However, once he was released, he returned to the same
criminal lifestyle and was himself murdered. Davi lives
with a physically abusive mother, which has made him turn
violent as well. His aggression is aimed at school teachers,
and he has little respect for any authority.

Joalisson’s fourteen-year-old life almost never began.
A known drug dealer, his mother was not pleased to find
herself pregnant. She attempted to abort her unborn boy
multiple times, even jumping off a bridge to try to end

his life. Joalisson is already addicted to glue sniffing, is a
thief, has lived on the streets, and even been imprisoned
for juvenile delinquency. But unlike most favela children,
he has a father who is not only present in his life, but a
Christian who is trying to attend church regularly.

Ten-year-old Ruinara’s father is a wizard, not the
fictional sort, but a practitioner of sorcery. Growing up
in this atmosphere has exposed her to witchcraft and its
reality in this world. During her week at a BCM summer
camp, she suffered various physical ailments due to demonic
oppression.

Now a teenager, Viviane first attended a BCM summer
camp at age ten. She lived in a tiny wood shack with her
parents, both addicts, and eleven siblings until torrential
rains flooded them out. This has actually been a blessing as
the family is now in a shelter where Viviane’s mother works
as a cook, is getting help for her addiction, and is now

taking her family to a nearby church.

Such accounts are heart-wrenching, but God is still
in the process of rewriting stories. In 2017 alone,
BCM Brazil’s summer camp for favela children was
attended by 190 kids. Of these 190, 120 received Jesus
as their Savior at camp, including Ana, Rafaela,
Dawvi, and Ruinara.

Photos, top: BCM Brazil Camp - Stepping into New World
Bottom, left to right: Favela homes; Listening to Bible
Lesson; Favela homes; Favela Bible Clubbers
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Victor Gabriel Santos

And such stories can have a bright future as the newest
BCM Brazil team member Victor Santos can attest. When
Victor was two years old, his parents divorced, and his
father took full custody of Victor and his brother. Because
his father worked for a drug addiction program, they
moved to an area heavily saturated with drug-trafficking.
Though the family attended church, Victor and his brother
developed friendships with the very drug addicts his father
was trying to help, dressing, talking, acting like them. Victor
even used his leadership skills to build a secret group of
thieves in school, stealing from fellow classmates and giving
the items away as gifts. He was subsequently expelled from
two schools.

Becoming suspicious, his father banned the brothers from
leaving the house after dark. But Victor’s newfound friends
taught him how to get in and out without being caught. He
was now exposed to a night life of sin—drug trafficking,
robbery, even friends committing a murder. Gradually,
Victor’s life began to mirror that of his friends, and he
wasn't even aware of the depth of the change.

But God had his own plan for Victor’s life. Victor says,
“Since I was a child, I dreamed of becoming a professional
soccer player. God used this desire to take me out of this
mess. | received a proposal from a big soccer team. This
finally gave me the motivation to leave everything behind
and pursue this instead.”

Moving to Recife to pursue his soccer career, Victor
began to get involved in Christian activities, including a
discipleship program. Under conviction of the Holy Spirit,
he acknowledged his sinful lifestyle and while at a youth
camp finally gave his life completely to Jesus. In 2017,
Victor was given the offer of his dreams—to join a United
States soccer team. Victor excitedly shared the news with

his father, but God again had different plans.
Victor explains: “The night before I was to sign the
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contract, I had a deep experience with God. God told me to
give up everything and to live exclusively for him. It was the
toughest decision of my life, but I made it.”

In July 2017, God brought Victor as a volunteer to BCM
Brazil's summer camps. Among the hundreds of campers
were the favela Bible clubbers mentioned above. During
that month, God continued to speak to Victor’s heart,
making clear he was calling Victor to serve him with BCM
Brazil. Victor passed up the soccer opportunity of his
dreams and began to serve the Lord full-time with BCM
Brazil. He is currently in seminary studies in order to be
better prepared to serve the Lord. He says, “At BCM 1
found a family. Today, I am grateful for the opportunity to

live God’s dream for my life.”

Pray that God raise up more Victors from the favelas of
Brazil. Pray for the children who received Christ at camp
to continue in their newfound faith as they return home
to the favelas. And for those for Josemar and Joalisson and
the other favela Bible club children who don't yet know
Christ that God would do whatever it takes to draw them
to himself.

Photos, top to bottom: Mess Hall-Favela Camp; Panorama
of one-week Favela Campers-Volunteers
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PRAY

Consider praying for all the BCM
International ministries, not just the

few featured here! If you decide to make | Please consider giving towards the |
this commitment, let us know so we can ministries of BCM International. You
send you regular updates from around | can give online at www.BCMINTL.org. |
the world. Just click Donate Now from the main

et Involved!

supported through people like you.

| menu. |

| Our missionaries and ministries are |

ATIDLY

¢1E NEL
WeL

NECES Ty}
t.".L_D‘g.‘

Maybe God has laid it on your heart
to do more. Contact us for more
information or about the possibility of
joining our team! There is much left to
be done. Contact us at
reachndevelop@bcmintl.org
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